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Russian theorists
will benefit British
physics

Sixty years ago, Soviet scientist
Lev Landau (1908-68) won

the Nobel Prize in Physics.

This anniversary coincides
with the London Institute

for Mathematical Sciences’
announcement of five Landau
Research Fellowships. These
have been created in Landau’s
honour to enable theoretical
physicists and mathematicians
from Russia to work with usin
London.

At the Ukrainian Institute of
Physics and Technology in the
1930s, Landau opposed pressure
fromthe Soviet authorities
to doresearch with military
applications. DuringJoseph
Stalin’s Great Purge in1936-38,
Landau was one of only two
Soviet citizens to denounce
theleader in print. Threatened
with 20 yearsinagulaglabour
camp, he wasreleased aftera
year as aresult of intervention
by physicist Peter Kapitsa.
Kapitsa claimed that only
Landau could solve the baffling
problem of superfluidity —
whereby liquefied helium at
temperatures near absolute zero
climbs out of its container, for
example. He was right. Landau’s
theory of superfluidity won him
the Nobel prize.

The freedom that scientific
discovery needs to thrive is
again under threat in Russia. Our
fellowships, each lasting three
years, offer an opportunity for
researchers to relocate and for
science in Britain to benefit.
Fellows will work at the Royal
Institution, where Michael
Faraday pioneered the field
of low-temperature physics
inwhich Landau made his
breakthrough.
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